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own former territory which was ceded to Rumania. It
increased the power of her Balkan rivals, and left her iso-
lated and embittered. Henceforth she was eager to gain
the support of Austria or Russia—whichever offered her
the best prospect of overthrowing the Bucharest Treaty.
But she had forfeited the confidence of every one. Russia
hesitated to ally with her for fear of antagonizing Serbia,
and Austria hesitated similarly for fear of offending
Rumania.
Serbia came out of the Balkan Wars greatly increased in
power and prestige, and fired with a renewed self-confidence
and determination to realize her ambition of a "Greater
Serbia." She had nearly doubled her territory, and in-
creased her population from three to nearly four and a half
millions. To be sure, the newly acquired districts in Mace-
donia were predominantly Bulgarian in character, and
would therefore present a difficult problem of assimilation
and administration as Serbia's first task of the future. But
her acquisition of part of Novi Bazar and the upper Vardar
valley, and her running frontier with Montenegro, would
enable her effectively to bar the progress of Austria toward
Salonica. Together these two Slav states partially sur-
rounded the Austrian provinces of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
There were soon rumors that Serbia and Montenegro might
merge together, as the first step in the formation of "Greater
Serbia." The next step would be to take Bosnia, Herzego-
vina, Dalmatia, and the other South Slav districts belonging
to Austria-Hungary.
These dangerous and reckless territorial ambitions,
which were taking stronger and stronger hold of all Serbians,
even of their greatest leader and Prime Minister, M.
Pashitch, are reflected in the remark which he made to his
Greek colleague, M. Politis, as they finished dividing up the
spoils of the Second Balkan War at the Bucharest Peace
Conference: "The first round is won; now we must prepare

